SCHO
LHS Issues Academic Challenge
The football field and basketball court
were common grounds for school ri-
valry. However, the student council
of Largo High School challenged stu-
dents at CHS to bring this rivalry into the class-
room.
After a brief revision of the original competition
CHS accepted Largo's challenge. Each six week
grading period students from both schools battled
for the best grades and attendance.
Every student from both schools were involved
The academic challenge was the brainchild of Largo
Senior class President Michael Colitz. After approving
the challenge with his own student council, Colitz visits
CHS to present the challenge for exceptance by SGA.
in the competition. The winner of the challenge was
the school with the most A's and B's, the least grade
point averages below 1.5, and the lowest percentage
of absences.
The winner received a trophy to remain in their
possession for the following six week grading period
and an article published in the losing school's newspa-
per.
The original idea for the challenge came from Lar-
go senior class president Michael Colitz, during what
Largo High's Principal, Judith Westfall called, "a
brainstorming session for improvement."
"Grades and attendance seemed to be slipping
near the end of first semester and we wanted to
promote awareness in these areas," said Westfall.
"The academic challenge seemed to be the solution."
"Clearwater is our biggest rival in sports, so we
decided to extend that rivalry to the area of academ-
ics," stated Colitz.
The original challenge presented by Largo com-
pared only the percentage of A's and B's and also
allowed the winning school to place a message on the
losing school's marquee.
"We asked that Largo make a revision in the origi-
nal challenge because we wanted to include all stu-
dents who can pass their classes, not just those who
receive A's and B's. We also felt that the marquee part
of the challenge should be omitted to prevent vandal-
ism to either school," said SGA president Elizabeth
McArthur.
Tim Owen, senior class representative said, "the
revision helped to get rid of any negative aspects
of the challenge."
At the end of each grading period, the grades
and attendance record were averaged from a
county printout. Principals and student represen-
tatives from each school met to compare statistics.
McArthur said, "We're really going to try to win
but, as for the outcome, I guess we'll just have to
wait and see." ?
by Martha Galloway
When Largo's student council came to present the chal-
lenge, they brought with them a host of television and
newspaper reporters. SGA President Elizabeth
McArthur tells a reporter Clearwater's view of the chal-
lenge.
Harrison swims into  troubled
n Friday, September 5,
1986, swimmer Jimmy
Harrison entered the
Bobby Walker pool
only to suffer a major grand-mal sei-
zure after half an hour of routine
practice.
The senior swim team member ar-
rived at the 5:15 a.m. practice and,
after stretching out, began swimming
laps to prepare for the team's up-
coming season.
"After having such great times at
the Red and Gray Meet, I though this
season would turn out the best yet,"
said Harrison.
The unproved, unexpected sei-
zure caused Harrison, a prize win-
ning, ranked swimmer, to begin to
drown. Doctors at Clearwater Com-
munity Hospital later stated the
cause of the disorder in an athlete of
Harrison's stature was uncertain.
"All of a sudden 1 guess I blanked
out," said Harrison.
Harrison's lungs reportedly filled
with water, causing him to sink to the
bottom of the pool. Fellow teammate
Jim Scott assumed Harrison was
resting on the bottom to escape addi-
tion laps. When Harrison remained
stagnant, Scott investigated the mat-
ter and pulled Harrison to the sur-
face.
Coach David Paul administered
cardio pulmonary resusitation (CPR)
when Harrison showed no signs of
pulse or breathing. Steve Dyer, a
registered lifeguard and a graduate
of CHS, assisted Paul. Team mem-
bers called an ambulance and ran to
every corner of the school to insure
no time was lost in getting profession-
al help to Harrison.
"The team was perfect," said Har-
rison. "Almost as if they'd been
through this a hundred times."
Paramedics rushed Harrison to
the hospital where tests such as the
EEG were run to determine the
cause of the incident.
Upon waking, Harrison found
Paul and Principal Ed Evans in his
hospital room.
"With my dad out of town and ev-
erything, the whole school gave me
all the support anyone could ask
for," said Harrison.
Care for Harrison after the acci-
dent included medication and check-
ups. He was also restricted from
driving for a year.
"It's one of those things I'll never
forget," said Harrison. ?
by Liz Voulieris
Junior Jim Scott pulled his friend, Jim
Harrison, out of the pool when he saw
him resting on the bottom.
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